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ties in the structure of output, and scarcity of resources for develop-
ment—shows this in sharp relief.
Between 1952 and 1956, the volume of freight traffic in China
doubled whereas the number of freight wagons increased by a little
over 40 per cent. Thus, the rate of the utilization of freight wagons,
already quite intensive in 1952, was raised by nearly 40 per cent
in the four years. A railway wagon in China completes its average
haul—about the same length as in India—in one-fourth the
time required for an average journey in India,21 and moves
five to six times as much freight in terms of tons-originating as in
India. Part of the difference may be due to a larger average capa-
city of a wagon in China, although data are lacking for both the
countries to compare the average wagon capacity. The differences
in the economic, political and social institutions in the two countries
are widely known, and these may account for part of the gap in the
rates of utilization in the two countries. The gap, however, is
sufficiently wide to indicate the possibility of raising substantially
the rate of utilization of railway equipment in India.
As shown in the table below, the transport experience of Yugos-
lavia also indicates that the rapidly rising demand for additional
rail transport was met in the main by an intensive utilization
of the rolling stock. Thus, for instance, the volume of passenger
and freight traffic more than doubled between 1939 and 1956,
but the expansion in the passenger coach park was by only 9 per
cent and in the freight wagon park by 28 per cent.
It is of course not possible for persons outside the railway
administration to set up concrete targets for raising the efficiency
of railway operations—in both the passenger and the freight
traffic—and thus attaining a much more intensive utilization of the
equipment than at present. As underlined in this study, however,
there would seem to be considerable scope for raising the opera-
tional efficiency and for slowing down the plan for the replacement
ai The official figure for average wagon, turn-round time in China seems to
be exceptionally low ; it may in part be due to some difference in the
definition. The main reason, however, would seem to be the possibility of
attaining a very high rate of utilization of equipment in the transport of the
"new** traffic, following from the development of the coal and steel industries,
where the goods can be moved in train-loads. The developments concerning
the transport of the "new" traffic in India are also unlikely to be altogether
dfomrnflar, as was pointed out at the end of Section 3 of this Chapter.

